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The field of this thesis is Jimian village, which is located in the northwestern of 
Gutian country of Fujian province and is a single-character surname family village 
with the surname Jiang. The author try to discuss the complex relationship among the 
clan, ritual and the identity by observing, interview and unscrambling the literature.As 
a descent group, the Jiang family does not have the ancestral hall and the genealogy, 
the ritual of their ancestor worship is MuJi. At the same time, the functions of the clan 
organization are not remarkable, on the contrary, the Jiang family through the ritual 
during the Zhengyue-the Lantern Festival sacrificial rite-to integrate the social order 
and build the community’s identity. This is a valuable case, it provide us a multiply 
view to observe the Han people’s lineage organizations, local society and their 
culture.  
The Lantern Festival sacrificial rite of the Jiang family indicates that although 
the public property offering to ancestor is an important factor for keep the ritual 
tradition, the ‘clan’ and its agency is not the subject of the ritual. The Dang’ky plays 
an important role in the ritual organization and his symbolization is significant. The 
Jiang family uses the Dang’ky to emphasizes the orthodox of their local gods and 
ritual tradition. The Dang’ky is also the important symbol in emphasizing the local 
identity inside. The Jiang family in Jimian village does not compile the genealogy of 
the whole descent group, but, the “shangyuan book”, which is the textual inherited 
form of the ritual tradition, contains the information of the sub-lineage’s genealogy. It 
demonstrates that the Jiang family attaches an importance to the sub-lineage in the 
ritual and shows that Jiang family’s ‘clan’ is void but the ‘sub-lineage’ is pragmatic. In 
spite of that, the Jiang family’s sub-lineages, more as an organization that serves for 
the system of the god’s sacrificial rite. The different sub-lineage is only displayed in 
the ritual. Base on that, the clan’s identity of the Jiang family attach to the god’s 
sacrificial rite, meanwhile they construct a series symbol of local social order which is 
kept by the way of annual practice. 
This shows that, the Jiang family’s case embody the diversity of the descent 
group’s form of organization in Han people community of the southeastern China. 















code clan” are not convictive to discuss the complex form of the clan and the local 
society in southeast China. The author use the Jiang family case in order to showing 
the diverse social and cultural facts , try to rethink the limitations of the established 
definition, at a different angle to observe and display the social organization and 
operational logic of culture, hopes to open a new way of study.  
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